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WEST DEPTFORD MULTIPLE DWELLING REGULATION BOARD 

MINUTES  

 

 

Date: Thursday, February 18, 2021 

Time: 6:00PM 

Business before the Board:  

Reorganization & Hearing on Rent Increase Application for Willow Woods  

 

Board Members in attendance:  

Rena Visalli 

Sue Pihs 

Nancy Barna 

Hillary Mendelsohn 

Don Paetzold 

Richard Merget 

Carol Baker 

Also in attendance:  

Board Secretary: Latiya Holmes 

Board Solicitor: Colleen Bianco Bezich 

 

Absent:  

Rhonda Gigliotti 

 

*The meeting was held via Zoom. 

 

OPMA: Board Secretary, Latiya Holmes experienced audio difficulties. MDR Board Attorney, 

Colleen Bianco Bezich announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open 

Public Meetings Act (“OPMA”). 

 

Old Business:  

Ms. Bianco Bezich then clarified that there was no old business before the Board, as there were 

no minutes or resolutions to approve. 

 

New Business: 

Ms. Bianco Bezich asked the Board to consider appointing its Board Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary 

and Solicitor. 

 

Motion was made to appoint Sue Pihs as Chair by Richard Merget, and seconded by Nancy Barna. 

All voted in favor, with no abstentions and no recusals. 

 

Motion was made to appoint Rhonda Gigliotti as Vice Chair by Carol Baker, and seconded by 

Nancy Barna.  Ms. Bianco Bezich noted that Rhonda was not present so as to accept the nomination, 

but that could be addressed at the next meeting.  All voted in favor, with no abstentions or recusals. 

 

Motion made by Nancy Barna to appoint Colleen Bianco Bezich as Board Solicitor, and seconded 

by Richard Merget. All voted in favor, with no abstentions or recusals. 

 

Ms. Bianco Bezich thanked the Board and opened the hearing by explaining the contents of the 

application and the basis for the rent increase as being pass-through’s, including water, sere & 

taxes, as well as CPI.  Ms. Bianco Bezich reminded the Board that no capital expenses were 
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included in this application.  Ms. Bianco Bezich then introduced Mr. Christopher Hanlon, counsel 

for applicant, Willow Woods, and invited him to present on behalf of applicant.  Also present on 

behalf of the applicant to provide relevant testimony as to the property conditions was Ms. Bettina 

Cooley.   

 

Mr. Hanlon explained the contents of the application and confirmed that no capital expense 

reimbursement was being sought. He also clarified that the application was submitted in November 

or December of 2020, and as such, the applicant was seeking a retroactive rent increase, with an 

effective date of January 1, 2021.  There was discussion regarding the building inspector’s report, 

and Ms. Barna asked about vacant and/or abandoned properties. Ms. Cooley provided testimony in 

response to these questions, stating that some tenants leave and their home remains on site even 

after they vacate. These sites are different than those which are actually vacant land. Mr. Hanlon 

clarified that vacant property registration did not apply. 

 

Mr. Hanlon also clarified as to the means of notice given to residents when an application for a rent 

increase was made and/or a rent increase was approved. 

 

The meeting was opened to the public. No one from the public presented testimony or objections. 

 

A motion was made by Don Paetzold to approve the application as submitted, and grant the 

retroactive effective date of January 1, 2021. That motion was seconded by Carol Baker. 

 

Voting on the motion: 

 

Rena Visalli: Yes 

Sue Pihs: Recusal 

Nancy Barna: Yes 

Hillary Mendlesohn: Recusal 

Don Paetzold: Yes 

Richard Merget: Recusal 

Carol Baker: Yes 

 

In favor: 4    

Recused: 3 

Action taken: Motion to approve passes. 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Carol Baker and seconded by Richard Merget. All voted in favor, with 

no abstentions or recusals.  

 

 


